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News From the Head of School
Dear Students, Parents & Friends,
As we begin the season of Advent and the joyous celebration
of Christmas, I was particularly touched by a prayer on the
CSJ website for their Ministry of the Arts. The prayer, adapted
from Sister Pat Bergen, CSJ, calls us to "send forth your Spirit
of Love and Unity... Let us be united for Goodness, Justice
and Peace for All people, now and forever." In the challenge
that follows, it asks that we "pray often. Listen more. Reflect.
Be a positive voice of calm, and a unifying presence to all you
come into contact with. Know that God loves each and every
one of us. We Are One."
With the Christmas season upon us, I would like to invite all
community members to join us at OLP next week for our
annual events. On December 7, 2017, we will host our
Candlelight Procession, which is a 70+ year tradition. The night will begin with Taste of the
Holidays from 5:00 pm  7:00 pm (ticketed event) followed by the Candlelight Procession
at 7:00 pm (no cost). It is a wonderful evening to join family and friends with OLP for true
community interaction. On December 8, 2017, we invite you back to campus for Mass of
the Immaculate Conception at 11:30 am in the Holy Family Event Center. There is no
better way to celebrate and kick off the Christmas season!
I also urge everyone to save the date for a very exciting liturgical celebration on January
25, 2018, led by Father Gregory Boyle. Over Retreat Week (January 811), all students,
faculty and staff will be reading Tattoos on the Heart: the Power of Boundless Compassion
by Father Boyle. These stories are a transformative reminder about the need for love and
unity in our world today. We invite our parents to join us in reading this book as well, and
all are invited to attend this incredible liturgy!
I would also like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all of you who have so generously
invested in the education of the hearts and minds of the students at the Academy of Our
Lady of Peace. Thank you to those who have contributed to the OLP Carondelet Annual
Fund, Student Scholarships, Historic Preservation, Chapel Restoration, and the Sister
Dolores Anchondo Leadership and Legacy Fund, and for all of you who are considering a
gift.

Events Calendar
December 1: Prospective Student Shadow
Day | Parent Breakfast Tour 8:00 am
December 45: Reconciliation in the OLP
Chapel
December 5: Morning Mass 7:00 am
December 6: OLP/Saints Winter Social
5:007:00 pm
December 7: Christmas At Our House:
Taste of the Holidays 5:007:00 pm |
Candlelight Procession 7:00 pm
December 8: Prospective Student Shadow
Day | Mass of the Immaculate Conception
& Junior Unity Mass 11:30 am | OLP/Saints
Art Show 1:003:00 pm
December 14: Final Exams for Zero & G
Block (during regularly scheduled time)

On behalf of the entire faculty and staff of OLP, I wish you and your families a blessed and
peaceful Christmas season, and a very Happy New Year!
God Bless,
Lauren Lek, Ed.D.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/templates/previewer.jsp?agent.uid=1129499781796&format=html&view=print&hideBack=true

December 18: Final Exams
Block A: 8:00 am
Block B: 10:30 pm
Dismissal: 12:00 pm
December 19: Final Exams
Block C: 8:00 am
Block D: 10:30 am
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Dismissal: 12:00 pm
December 20: Final Exams
Block E: 8:00 am
Block F: 10:30 am
Dismissal: 12:00 pm

Looking Ahead to December
Dear Parents, Students & Friends of OLP,
I hope that the Thanksgiving holiday provided fruitful time with
family along with rest and relaxation. Feedback has indicated
that the full week of vacation for the holiday was well
received by many!

December 21: Christmas Vacation Begins
December 27: Semester 1 Grades Due
January 811, 2018: Retreat Week for All
Grade Levels

As we look towards 2018, we remain committed to cultivating
a faithbased environment that values innovation. We look
forward to launching our first OLP Retreat Week upon our
return from the Christmas Break. OLP Retreat Week, which
will take place from January 811, 2018 allows us to prioritize
the faith formation experience of each student with the time
and intention it deserves. It also allows for all faculty & staff to
support the faith experience of our students. Further, students
will no longer be asked to miss valuable class time to participate in retreats and all
students will have equal access to an annual class retreat experience with their
classmates. More details will be sent directly to parents and students in the coming days.
Rooted in the CSJ tradition, we are committed to caring for the "Dear Neighbor" and
cultivating Unifying Love in our world. We look forward to welcoming Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J.,
the founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, CA, author of Tattoos on the Heart and
most recently, Barking to the Choir, to lead us in a schoolwide liturgy and assembly on
January 25, 2018. Through his writing and speaking engagements, Fr. Boyle challenges
us to infuse hope into the world, recognizing that a "lethal absence of hope" is the root of
so much pain in our world. We hope in this season of new beginnings, Fr. Boyle's
presentation will inspire and affirm our CSJ commitment to infuse hope into the world
through our actions and our intentions.
This month, as a community of faith, we will celebrate Reconciliation, the Junior Unity
Mass, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and our annual Candlelight Procession, all
of which remind us of the true meaning of the Christmas season. As always, all
community members are invited to our schoolwide liturgies and faith celebrations, and we
certainly hope you can attend.

Read With Us: Tattoos on the Heart by
Father Greg Boyle
Father Greg Boyle is leading a liturgical
celebration on January 25, 2018. In
anticipation of his visit, all students, faculty
& staff will be reading his bestselling book,
Tattoos on the Heart: the Power of
Boundless Compassion. Join us in reading
this transformative book!

Please note our upcoming schedule for course finals. Final assessments in Block G and
Zero Block will take place during the regularly scheduled blocks on Thursday, December
14, 2017. A special schedule for finals will take place between Monday, December 18,
2017  Wednesday, December 20, 2017 (see the sidebar). Students will be dismissed at
12:00 pm each of these days while the OLP Library will maintain normal operational
hours. The first final will begin at 8:00 am and the second final will begin at 10:30 am,
each lasting 90 minutes. Attendance during finals week is mandatory. Should any medical
emergencies arise, please be sure to contact your daughter's Assistant Principal directly.
Please note that printed report cards will be sent home in January.
From our heart to yours, we here at OLP wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
God Bless,
Mrs. Jessica Hooper
Assistant Head of School

201819 Tuition Assistance
We are now accepting tuition assistance
applications for the 201819 year through
Financial Aid for School Tuition (FAST).
Applications and 2016 tax returns (federal
and state) must be submitted by January
15, 2018. Start preparing now so you don't
miss this deadline.
Learn More

https://ui.constantcontact.com/templates/previewer.jsp?agent.uid=1129499781796&format=html&view=print&hideBack=true
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Coffee With Counselors on January 17

You're Invited to Christmas At Our House
December 7, 2017
Ice Skating on Circle Drive
2:005:00 pm
$5 | Online or at the Door

Our next Coffee With Counselors will be on
January 17 at 8:00 am in the Carondelet
Library. Parents are encouraged to read
Mindset: The New Psychology of Success
by Carol S. Dweck, Ph.D. prior to our
meeting, as we will be focusing on the
growth mindset philosophy.
All are welcome!

A Taste of the Holidays
5:007:00 pm
Enjoy food & holiday beverages from local vendors
$25 | Online Only
Price includes ice skating ticket!
Candlelight Procession
7:00 pm
A timehonored tradition that will deepen your experience of Advent and Christmas
Free | Online RSVP Required
RSVP Here

Fall State 2017: Our Nation, Our Values
By Shawn Hanley, Social Studies
Department

Athletics: Winter Sports Prepare for Season
Basketball: This season, the basketball program added a Novice team made up of 8
players and led by Coach Joe Kennedy. The JV team has 12 players, led by Coach Sarah
Blackbourn, and the Varsity team has 10 players, led by Coach Carey Miller. The Pilots
are looking forward to a strong season ahead, beginning with the Matador Classic and the
Lady Lions Holiday Showcase in Palm Springs, CA. The challenging tournament schedule
will help prepare our three teams for league play in January.
Cheer: On November 18, the JV and Varsity OLP Cheer teams competed in the JAMZ Bid
Challenge in Anaheim, CA. Their top notch performances gave each team bids to
nationals in Las Vegas, as both teams earned placed first honors in their division.
Congratulations, Pilots! Next up for the team is the Holiday Classic in Long Beach on
Saturday, December 9.
Soccer: The Freshman team fields 15 players, led by Coach Krystine Cuaresma. The JV
team, led by Head Coach Carolyn Williams and Assistant Coach Samantha Witczak, fields
18 players. The Varsity squad fields 21 players and is led by Head Coach Kevin Soares
and Assistant Coach Tim Paluso. This month, the Pilots will be playing in the UC Holiday

As most students and faculty headed off to
enjoy their Thanksgiving break, eight OLP
students opted to attend an overnight
convention in Irvine for Junior Statesmen
of America. This twoday convention gave
students the opportunity to meet
approximately 400 students from 20 other
schools throughout Southern California.
Through engaging in spirited debates,
"thought talks," simulations, and other
activities, Fall State gave students the
unique opportunity to think critically,
express their opinions, and challenge the
opinions of others in a tolerant, supportive
atmosphere. Adelaide McGargill '18 and
Bella Agpaoa '18 participated in a debate
on ending affirmative action in the college
admissions process and resoundingly won
the debate!
While most of the day was spent in a
variety of sessions, there was time for
some fun with a relaxing lunch at
Lemonade and a dance on Saturday night
with the theme Out of This World.
At a time when determining truth from
fiction in politics is becoming difficult and
party polarization continues to increase,

https://ui.constantcontact.com/templates/previewer.jsp?agent.uid=1129499781796&format=html&view=print&hideBack=true
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Jubilee and the Hilltop Tournament to help prepare them for league that starts the first
week of January.
Surf: The OLP Surf team is off to a fantastic start this season! Although they lost to High
Tech High 4043, Chloe Faucher '19 and Grace Kotnik '19 both moved on to individuals
and did extremely well. Chloe took 1st place in Longboarding for the entire division while
Grace took 4th Place in Longboarding and 3rd place in shortboarding for the entire
division. Go Pilots!

the development of a new generation of
active citizens who can debate,
compromise, and think critically about
controversial economic, social, domestic,
and international policies that divide the
American public, media, and elected
representatives is more important than
ever.

Water Polo: This will be Water Polo's second year as a program and first season to
compete in CIF. The growing program now fields a JV team with 16 players and a Varsity
team with 15 players. The Water Polo program is led by Coach Chuy Davila. The Pilots
will be playing in the Winter Classic to help prepare them for their league, which begins
the first week of January. They are looking forward to a great season!
View Winter Rosters Here | View Fall Sports Awards Here
Athletics Calendar | Athletics Instagram

Another Victory for Speech Team!
Congratulations to the Speech Team for
advancing to finals yet again at the
SDIVSL Tournament on Saturday,
November 18, and earning First Place in
the Novice Sweepstakes! The following
students were finalists:

Tatiana Sallins '18 Exposes Human Trafficking Through Mom's Story of Survival
By Kristina Davis, Contact Reporter at the San Diego UnionTribune

Duo Interpretation:
Kara Cato '19 and Emma Ferguson '19
Andrea MorlandTellez '20 and Delaney
Sousa '20
Alex Pacheco '20 and Michelle Rickwa '20

With the help of her PTV classmates and Mr. Gilberto Moreno, Tatiana Sallins '18 is
shedding light on human trafficking in the U.S. through her mother's story of survival.

Humorous Interpretation:
Bilen Degefa '20

Tatiana's mother, Renuka Zellars, was sold into child labor in India before the age of
seven, and was brought to the U.S. to clean, cook and care for a family of four at just 11
yearsold. She slept on the floor of the children's room, could not leave the house or
answer the door, spoke no English and had never attended school.

Oratorical Interpretation:
Briana Hunter '20
Lillian Mollo '20
Rosela Pareyon '20

Renuka was destined for a life of indentured servitude.
"I need her story to be out there," said Tatiana. "I need people to hear it, it's always been
under the covers, forced labor and sexual trafficking. I felt we needed to do something."
That "something" is turning out to be a 1520 minute documentary, produced by her
multimedia class, that will shed light on her mother's childhood of forced labor, her escape
to Chula Vista and her transformation into a survivor and businesswoman.

Original Oratory:
Evelyn Lee '20
Nicole Stepovich '19
Darlene Villalobos '19
Original Prose and Poetry:
Danielle Magat '18
Ashley Yeatts '20

Read More

The Constitution in Action
https://ui.constantcontact.com/templates/previewer.jsp?agent.uid=1129499781796&format=html&view=print&hideBack=true
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By Shawn Hanley, Social Studies
Department

Eileen Reh '18 is Going Above and Beyond at Tutores del Barrio
By Carter White, Campus Ministry
This year, OLP began to foster a relationship with Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in their
afterschool tutoring program, Tutores del Barrio. Focusing on Englishlanguage literacy
skills for children in Barrio Logan that have fallen behind grade level, this program is only
possible with the support of patient volunteers.
One OLP student in particular has demonstrated a remarkable level of dedication to this
program: Eileen Reh '18. She has volunteered with Tutores del Barrio every day after
school since the program began in September, offering over 70 hours of her time to
develop relationships with the children and working with them on positive learning
strategies. She has been a reliable source of support and encouragement for the kids that
she works with, many of whom are frustrated with school and need special attention to
stay engaged.

Mrs. MacManus and Mrs. Hanley
chaperoned 34 Government students on a
field trip to the District Courthouse to watch
our Constitution in action and see what
Federalism looks like in our judicial
system. The students watched live court
proceedings over a variety of topics, such
as illegal reentry into the U.S., drug
smuggling, and improper use of the
internet. These are all federal crimes, so
they fall under the jurisdiction of the District
Court, and San Diego's Southern District
Court ranks 5th in the nation for federal
felony filings. They also attended a
Question and Answer session with two
attorneys discussing the Bill of Rights.
Unanimously, the students said this field
trip was a great experience and added to
what they study in class. As Isabella
Orendain '18 commented, "That was so
awesome. I thought we'd see cases about
parking tickets or something, but that was
so interesting."

Read More

Lily Lucero '18 Named Matthew 25
Honoree

OLP Grandmother & Survivor Shares Her Holocaust Experience With Students
By Lisa Danaher, English Department
Last summer, World Literature Honors students read Ruta Sepetys' Between Shades of
Gray a fictional account of 15yearold Lithuanian Lina Vilkas' arrest by Soviet Secret
Police, grueling sixweek train ride, and years of hard labor in a Siberian prison camp
during Stalin's ethnic cleansing of the Baltic Region. As the class discussed the novel on
the first day of school, Alanna Hine '20 revealed that her paternal grandmother lived Lina's
story as a young girl.
At OLP for Grandparents' Day, Alanna's grandma, Irene Hine, shared with Alanna's class
the horrors of her family's detainment in labor camps under both Stalin and Hitler. And
what students will remember most from her tragic childhood stories are the inspiring life
lessons of resilience and perseverance that led Irene to a fulfilling life in the U.S.

OLP is honored to recognize Lily Lucero
'18 as a Catholic Charities Matthew 25
Honoree. The Matthew 25 award
recognizes members of parishes and
schools that live out the gospel message
and advocate for a just society on a daily
basis. Lily has served the community with
more than 180 hours during her time at
OLP. She is involved the with Girls Rising
Mentoring Program, Nazareth House, A
Night to Remember Prom and Special
Olympics. Lily also founded the Thirst
Project, a new club on campus that works
to educate and raise awareness for issues
of water contamination in developing
countries. We are so thankful for Lily's
leadership at OLP!

Read More
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Architects of Change Monthly Highlight: Luke Maxwell
In a society where stigma has been cultivated around suicide and mental illness, Luke
Maxwell has dedicated his life to bringing awareness to these topics. Through his project,
"U Can't B Erased," and podcast, "Psyc 101," Luke has inspired a culture of awareness,
informing others that although a mental illness is a medical disease that may be
challenging to deal with, it can be overcome.

We celebrated All Saints Day Mass on
November 1 with Father Emmanuel and
Deacon Litke.

Learn More

Historical Corner: A Brief History of OLP's Chapel and Altar
By Dr. Melinda Blade, Director of Mission Integration and Historian

Before Thanksgiving Break, Ms. Artz's
engineering students were tasked with
figuring out how a vaccum works by taking
it apart and putting it back together the
following class!

In 1925, OLP moved to its present location on Oregon Street and the school doors were
opened for a new school year at the summer's end. That December, Mass was celebrated
for the first time in the Chapel by Father Alfred Valiquette, O.S.A.
The Chapel was built for $24,000. The altar, made of solid Carrera marble, was hand
carved in Italy and is modeled after an altar in Rome. The OLP legend is that when the
altar arrived and fit perfectly into the alcove, the workers fell to their knees and wept in
gratitude.
Learn More
Help us maintain our beloved Chapel for another 100 years by donating to our Chapel
Restoration Fund. We can't do it without you! Click here to donate and learn more.

Our annual Open House took place on
November 5. We welcomed so many
prospective families to campus, where they
took tours of the school, talked with faculty
and students, and watched performances
on North Terrace. View photos here.
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Alumna Spotlight: Jessica McRoskey '16
By Jeanette Handelsman '64, Alumnae Engagement Coordinator

In response to the devastating wildfires in
Northern California, OLP students sent
cards to the Diocese of Santa Rosa, St.
Rose Catholic School and Cardinal
Newman High School. Our girls reminded
victims that they are not alone and are in
our prayers.

After making her mark on OLP's athletic program, Jessica McRoskey '16 has continued to
excel in volleyball at California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo (SLO).
Jessica is in her second year at Cal Poly after earning a full scholarship in recognition of
her athletic and academic achievement at OLP. In August, she led the Mustangs volleyball
team with four serving aces as they once again swept the field of competitors to win the
Northern Illinois Invitational in DeKalb, Illinois.
Learn More

We welcomed grandparents to campus on
November 17 for our annaul Grandparents
Day tradition. View photos here.

Upcoming Alumnae Events
Networking Event: Declutter Your Mental Blocks
January 18, 2018
5:307:00 pm
Carondelet Library on OLP's Campus
Yvette Bowlin '99, author of The Declutter Code: 10 Simple Steps to Clarity, will guide us
through removing the barriers that keep us from setting and achieving our goals so you
can start 2018 on the right foot. RSVP Here

AP English Language, Drama and World
Literature Honors students began
Thanksgiving break at the Old Globe
Theater. Their usher was our very own
Christy Fuzak '97, who volunteers at the
theater in her spare time.

Northern California OLP Alumnae Reconnect
January 27, 2018
11:301:30 pm
Lake Chalet in Oakland, CA
$30/person
Join us for a champagne brunch on beautiful Lake Merritt in Oakland, CA as we celebrate
the connections that bind us as OLP sisters. Space is limited! RSVP Here
Alumnae Judges for Spring Sing Needed!
February 1617, 2018
7:00 pm
Balboa Theater
Want to relive your Spring Sing memories? We are looking for alumnae to judge the
performances of "Where the Wild Things Are"! Fill out an application here.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/templates/previewer.jsp?agent.uid=1129499781796&format=html&view=print&hideBack=true
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