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News From the Head of School
Dear Students, Parents & Friends,
As we look to November, I cannot help but reflect on all of
the incredible joys that have filled October. The month was
certainly one to allow gratitude to seep into every fiber of
our beings.
I watched as excited eighth graders flooded our campus at
the beginning of the month. Our OLP community welcomed
close to 1000 visitors over two days. It filled our hearts with
joy! We then celebrated the blessing of our new turf field at
the Point with Deacon Lane Litke, a new Board member,
and Father John Amsberry. The liturgy focused on "serving
the dear neighbor." As I listened to the stories of our
students and their commitment to creating a more just and
kind world, I was filled once again with gratitude. Then, five of us from OLP ventured up to
Pasadena to take part in the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools (NCGS) Symposium. We
reconnected with fellow educators, presented, and learned new strategies for supporting
our OLP girls.
In thinking about all we do here at OLP, there is not a day that I am not filled with gratitude
for the blessing of this school. Our girls are astounding. Our faculty and staff are some of
the most dedicated, missioncentric individuals I have met, and our families are committed
to being in partnership with us. Furthermore, our OLP friends and sponsors share in our
joy at the laudable accomplishments of our students.
It is also our gratitude for all those who have come before us, in the tradition of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Carondelet. They are the trailblazers that serve as a model of unifying
love, of a commitment to social justice, and a desire to "serve the dear neighbor." This
was so evident for me just last week as I had the privilege to attend the blessing of the
new CSJ Institute, which has its home at Mount St. Mary’s University. I am pictured above
with Sr. Joan Henehan ’55 and Sr. Kathleen Martin ’44, both alumnae and CSJ
trailblazers!
I invite you all to experience that joy and energy by joining us on campus at one of our
many events in the upcoming months. November and December welcome in festive
traditions such as All Saints Day Mass, Grandparents Day, the Candlelight Procession,
and much more! Once again, Christmas at Our House will welcome a special skating rink
on Circle Drive – an event not to be missed.
I wish you all a joyous November and a Happy Thanksgiving holiday, filled with gratitude
for the blessings in our lives.

Events Calendar
November 13: Fall Senior Retreat
November 1: All Saints Day Mass 11:00
am in Event Center
November 24: Mary Poppins 7:00 pm
(sold out!)
November 3: Prospective Student Shadow
Day
November 5: Open House 1:004:00 pm
November 6: No School (WCEA Faculty
Work Day)
November 7: Morning Mass 7:00 am
November 8: Coffee With Counselors
November 10: No School (Veteran’s Day)
November 11: Winter Sports Season
Begins
November 1416: Student Club Fair Week
November 15: Fall Counseling Assembly
11:00 am in Event Center
November 16: Fall Sports Recognition
Night
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November 17: Grandparents Day

Looking Ahead to November
Dear Parents, Students & Friends of OLP,
As we begin this month of gratitude, we would like to extend
our gratitude to you as parents for supporting the educational
experience of your daughter(s) here at OLP. As an
administration, we are also incredibly grateful for our faculty
and staff who are dedicated to providing an innovative and
personalized educational experience for OLP students.
Pictured below are just a few of the faculty and staff that make
OLP so great (this picture was taken during our annual day of
Halloween festivities)!

November 2024: Thanksgiving Holiday
Break
November 28: Winter Sports Parent Night
November 30: OLP Winter Pops Concert
7:00 pm

OLP Winter Pops Concert
November 30, 2017
7:00 pm
OLP's Campus
Stay Tuned for More Information

Looking forward, please join me in keeping our Senior Mentor retreat participants in prayer
as they spend three, faithfilled days together exploring their faith and preparing to lead
our school through our Retreat Week program this coming January. We are excited to
support a new initiative in our Retreat Week program. From January 811, 2018, all
students will engage in gradelevel faith retreat experiences. More information on the
details of the Retreat Week experience will be sent to parents and students prior to
Thanksgiving Break. With this new schedule of retreats, students will not miss any classes
to participate in the retreat experience and all faculty and staff will be able to support the
faith development of students. Please note, attendance is mandatory for students. We are
excited to take the time to pause our school year to focus on the faith experiences of our
OLP students.
I hope that you were able to see the incredible talent among our OLP and Saints actors in
the production of Mary Poppins, as our upcoming three shows are completely sold out!
Our Visual and Performing Arts department is hosting another exciting opportunity this
month: all are invited to our first Winter Pops Concert on Thursday, November 30 at 7:00
pm in the Holy Family Event Center. We hope that you can join us as we celebrate our
vibrant Visual and Performing Arts students.
This Sunday, November 5, we are excited to host our annual Open House for prospective
families from 1:00 pm  4:00 pm. Please help us get the word out in the San Diego
community. All prospective families from all grade levels are invited to attend!
Thank you for your continued support. Parents, thank you for supporting your daughter's
attendance at the Academy of Our Lady of Peace. We are incredibly grateful for your
sacrifice and partnership. Wishing you a wonderful Thanksgiving season.
With Gratitude,
Mrs. Jessica Hooper

Collaborating About Holocaust
Education
By Mrs. Angie Gascho, English
Department
The first weekend of October, Mrs. Angie
Gascho presented at the TOLI Holocaust
Educator’s Conference in Detroit,
Michigan. TOLI, The Olga Lengyel Institute
for Holocaust Studies and Human Rights,
hosted a conference for Holocaust
Educators from across the United States
and Europe to learn and share best
practices in Holocaust Education. TOLI’s
mission is to "inspire and sustain educators
teaching about the Holocaust and other
genocides" in order to counter movements
of hate that exist in our world through
meaningful and substantive education.
Mrs. Gascho was asked to give a
presentation on her practices in engaging
students in the subject of the Holocaust
and about her global partnership with
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schools in Hungary and Rochester, New
York. The conference also gave her the
opportunity to develop further relationships
with this specialized network of educators.

Spread the Word: Open House is This Sunday!
OLP's annual Open House is this Sunday, November 5, 2017, and we need your help
spreading the word! All prospective families are welcome to attend, no matter what grade
their daughter is in.
Read More

Speech Team Advances to Finals
Congratulations to the OLP Speech Team
for a job well done in the SDIVSL
Tournament on Saturday, October 14!
Special congratulations to the following
students who advanced to finals in the
their categories:
Original Prose and Poetry:
Michelle Rickwa '20
Ashley Yeatts '20
Dramatic Interpretation:
Kira Lukasik '19
Impromptu:
Lillian Mollo '20
Original Oratory:
Evelyn Lee '20
Nicole Stepovich '19
Darlene Villalobos '19

Now Accepting Tuition Assistance Applications for 201819
We are now accepting tuition assistance applications for the 201819 year through
Financial Aid for School Tuition (FAST). Applications and 2016 tax returns (federal and
state) must be submitted by January 15, 2018. Start preparing now so you don't miss this
deadline.

DUO:
Andrea MorlandTellez '20
Delaney Souza '20
Oratorical Interpretation:
Isabella Buckley '21
Brianna Hunter '20

Read More

CSJ Institute Blessing

Join Us for Grandparents Day
Friday, November 17, 2017
10:00 am: Arrival and Continental Breakfast with Granddaughter and Friends

Many CSJ came from near and far to be
present in downtown Los Angeles for the
blessing of the permanent location of the
CSJ Institute. The Institute can now be
found on the third floor of the Doheny
Mansion on the Doheny campus of Mount
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10:30 am: Tour of Classrooms & Campus with Granddaughter
11:30 am: Mass in the Event Center
12:45 pm: School Dismissal
Portraits with granddaughter available after mass

St. Mary's University. President Ann
McElaney Johnson gave a warm welcome
and recognized the shared work of the
CSJ Charism.
"The blessing was truly magical," said Dr.
Lauren Lek, who attended and has served
on the advisory board for the CSJ Institute.
"The unity in the room was palpable and
confirming of the legacy of the past while
honoring the work ahead." We encourage
everyone to take a trip up to Los Angeles
for a tour.

OLP Athletics
Cheer: Earlier this month, the Pilots filled the Event Center with spirit as we welcomed 8th
graders for visitation days. They have also cheered at multiple Saints rallies and football
games throughout October. As the fall season wraps up, they will prepare for basketball
sideline cheer as well as their first competition of the season at the JAMZ Bid Challenge
on November 18. Good luck, Pilots!
Cross Country: The Pilots have been making headway through their season. This month,
they placed 2nd out of 20 teams in the Kit Carson Invitational and Varsity won the first
place trophy at the Coach Downey Classic and JV finished with several medalists. The
team will compete in the Eastern League Championships on Thursday, November 9, and
at the San Diego CIF XC Championships on Saturday, November 18. Good luck, Pilots!

Congratulations to the OLP Triathlon Club
for participating in the Mission Bay
Triathlon on October 1!

Golf: The Golf program has had a great season. The two JV teams spent countless hours
on the courses improving their swings and powering through their seasons. After a very
successful 95 regular season, the Varsity Golf Team defeated La Costa Canyon to earn a
spot in the CIF Championships. The 36hole CIF Tournament will be played this week at
Admiral Baker Golf Course. Go Pilot Golfers!
Tennis: The JV Tennis team finished out their season strong with an impressive overall
record of 122 and league record of 82. Only falling to Coronado High School, this team
proved they were a force to be reckoned with. The Varsity Pilots are overall 910 and have
a league record of 46. They beat out Bonita Vista in the first round of the team CIF’s last
week, sending them to the quarterfinals against San Marcos High School where they
came up short 810. This week, they start league individuals where our singles and
doubles will take on others from our league. Good luck, Pilots!

We welcomed hundreds of 8th graders to
campus on October 45 the best way we
know how: with spiritfilled pep rallies!
#likeanOLPgirl

Volleyball: The JV and Freshman volleyball teams wrapped up their seasons last week.
The Freshman Pilots ended with an overall season record of 116 and league record of 3
4. The JV Pilots finished with an overall season record of 86 and league record of 34.
Congratulations on great seasons! Varsity Volleyball is headed into the first round of the
CIF playoffs. They face off against San Dieguito Academy on November 1 at 7:00 pm in
the OLP Event Center. Click here to follow the bracket. Good luck, Pilots!
Athletics Calendar | Athletics Instagram
Our third Architects of Change at School
Live Conversation was with Bethany
Hamilton, professional surfer and shark
attack survivor, on October 10. Bethany
shared her personal journey of faith and
courage to a crowd filled with OLP
students, prospective students and the
broader community. What an honor to have
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her on campus! View photos here.

OLP Students Demonstrate Academic Excellence
By Teri Heard, Assistant Principal for Curriculum & Instruction
The results are in and students from the Academy of Our Lady of Peace excel in English,
Math, and Science. Nearly 100% of OLP students exceed the college readiness standards
for English & Writing while simultaneously outperforming their peers across the nation in
Math and Science by 21%. As a result, our students are earning national recognition for
their academic achievements.

On October 12, a group of students
interested in STEM visited Illumina for a
tour of their facilities and to meet like
minded professionals  six of which were
OLP alumnae! The girls got to wear lab
coats and peer into topsecret rooms,
where all the genome research happens.
#scienceisfun

The Academy of Our Lady of Peace is honored to announce the following 14 National
Merit and National Hispanic Students:
National Merit SemiFinalist:
Allison Grygar '18
National Merit Commended:
Dana Adcock '18, Melissa AhrensViquez '18, Angela Balistrieri '18, Carolina Borbon '18,
Catherine de Frates '18, Megan Gronstad '18, Allison Grygar '18, Tifany Nguyen '18
National Hispanic Recognition:
Melissa AhrensViquez '18, Therese Arguilez '18, Carolina Borbon '18, Diana Renteria '18,
Sofia Steinberger '18, Nicole Valdivia '18
Learn More

Kiana Yazdani '18 from OLP’s Fair Trade
Commission represented OLP at the
Diocese of San Diego Environmental
Stewardship event this month. Great job
spreading the word about Fair Trade
products on OLP’s campus, Kiana!

We hosted the Fall Fling for OLP & Saints
freshmen and sophomores on October 14.
Attendees danced, played games, took
photos in the photo booth and ate food
covered in melted chocolate!
#twoschoolsonespirit
Incorporating a Growth Mindset into a Spanish Classroom
By Brigid Rodriguez '04
"What motivates you to learn Spanish?"
This is the question I asked all my Spanish II students. In Spanish II, the students are
moving from review of Spanish I to learning brand new ways of communicating. To some,
this is exciting. To others, this is terrifying.
Many students have been hearing about the growth mindset in other classes, but I wanted
to implement a growth mindset specifically for Spanish class. So I decided to dig deep into
their fears and insecurities about learning Spanish and put things into perspective with the
phrase "Cambia tus palabras y cambia tu mentalidad," meaning "Change your words and

We unveiled our new Sport Field on the
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change your mindset."
Read More

Architects of Change Monthly Highlight: Brigitte (Beas) Ponce '05

Point on October 18. Father Amsberry and
Deacon Litke blessed the field with our fall
studentathletes in attendance. View
photos here.

On October 12, Mrs. Wilson and Mr. White
took a group of students to Noah Homes,
an assisted living facility for adults with
disabilities, to play fun activities! #service

Presented by the Architects of Change Club
An Architect of Change is a person who challenges what is, imagines what can be, and
moves humanity forward. Brigitte (Beas) Ponce ‘05 has been busy since graduating from
Marymount Manhattan in 2010. She started by opening “Columbia Sin Fronterias,” a
literacy school in a poor barrio in Santa Marta, Columbia. Upon returning to San Diego to
raise funds for the school, she got involved with helping homeless deportees in Tijuana.
Her work inspired Bishop John Dolan, then pastor of St. Michael’s Parish, to create the
Corporal Works of Mercy Ministry and selected her to be the director. Her “Mercy
Prosthetics” program has helped over 80 homeless amputees adjust to a new life through
prosthesis. Read More

On October 16, Ms. Artz's engineering
class learned how to use a fire
extinguisher during their 10hour OSHA
training.

Architects of Change Among Us:
Ilene Nagem '70, Social Studies Department
Did you know that Ilene Nagem '70 championed
the OLP awareness and fundraising initiative for
the "Get On The Bus Program" back in 2013?

Mrs. MacManus '01 hosted a Halloween
headband decorating party this month.
Student Name 'xx ended up creating a
miniature Halloween hat!

Raising Hope for Human Trafficking
By Kendall Ota '19
Hope Rising, a Point Loma Nazarene University conference to raise awareness of human
trafficking and funds for survivors, took place on Saturday, October 7, 2017. Isabella
Castro ’19, Lauren Amaral ’18 and I were invited to represent OLP and attend the
luncheon that honors leaders in the San Diego community who are committed to stopping

After studying a wide array of short stories,
Mrs. Flannery's English I Honors class
filmed trailers for their own short stories.
The girls did everything, from creating
costumes to editing and acting. Their
trailers debuted on October 25 during the
"Flannery Film Festival," and the girls
walked on a "red carpet" to class. Great
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human trafficking. According to the International Labor Organization, 20.9 million people
are forced to provide labor worldwide, and San Diego is one of the top 13 cities in the US
with the highest rates.

job, girls!

Learn More

Congratulations to Homecoming Queen
Natasha HopkinsBaum '18!

Father Antonio Ubach: Last Will and Testament
By Dr. Melinda Blade, Director of Mission Integration and Historian
Father Antonio Dominic Ubach, OFM (18351907), was a famous pastor to the Catholic
community of San Diego during the late 19th century. He was also the priest who prayed
for 12 years that the Sisters of St. Joseph would come to San Diego and begin a school.
His faithful perseverance paid off in 1882 when the Sisters came to San Diego and
opened up the Academy of Our Lady of Peace.

Our annual Golf & Tennis Tournament was
held on October 30 at the Lomas Santa Fe
Country Club. We are so appreciative of
everyone who came out to support OLP
Athletics! View photos here.

Learn More

Mrs. Lehman's '08 Art I students got in the
spirit of Halloween by painting pumpkins!

Alumna Spotlight: Alumnae Reconnect at Networking Event
Our second Professional Networking event, Sips and Science, which took place on
October 19 at Illumina, was a resounding success! After some light bites and libations, our
very own Cassandra Gamboa ’06, the Employee Communications Specialist at Illumina,
shared how Illumina's mission of using genomic research to benefit humanity is what
brings her to work every single day. The alumnae who attended expressed appreciation
for this event that recognized their very special and important role as alumnae in the OLP
community.
Do you want to be more involved with alumnae relations? Our new Alumnae Relations
Council may be a great fit you!

Congratulations to "Bob Ross & His
Painting" for winning this year's group
costume contest!

Learn More

Academy of Our Lady of Peace, 4860 Oregon Street, San Diego, CA 92116
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