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News From the Head of School
Happy New Year to everyone!
As we welcome in 2017, I am reminded of the aweinspiring
power of our Sisters. No matter which CSJ you meet, anywhere
in the world, you are brought into a spirit of hospitality, love and
communion. In those moments, you are the "dear neighbor."
This was especially evident at the beginning of November, when
four administrators, including myself, had the incredible
opportunity to connect with over 20 high schools sponsored by
the Sisters of St. Joseph. We traveled to Boston from all over the
world, including Puerto Rico, Japan and France. In preparation
for the coming year, I was searching for a prayer and came
across one written by Sister Joanne Gallagher, CSJ, who we had
the privilege of spending time with at the high school conference.
May we move into this new year with the zeal of Jesus,
a zeal marked by generous courage and humble selfemptying love,
the fidelity of Mary who was filled to overflowing with every kind of grace,
and the cordial charity of Joseph whose service was grounded in relationship with God
and neighbor without distinction.
Rooted in the rich heritage of the women who are our past,
seized by the same Love that impelled them to be in relationship
with the reality of their changing world and changing times,
inspired by their vision, integrity, and fidelity,
we enter into this year with courage and hope.
Our God, the people of our world, our Earth, and all creation,
call us to embrace everwidening circles of communion.
May this call impel us to action,
action that stirs up Love,
is connective and inclusive,
and deepens our commitment
to be and become Your people.
~ Sister Joanne Gallagher, CSJ
As always, January ends with Catholic Schools Week, January 29February 4, where we will be
celebrating "Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service." Investing in a
Catholic education for our students is about the exemplary academics and rigorous college
preparatory training, combined with preparing them to be conscientious citizens, capable of
putting their faith in action. Our students here at OLP are receiving an education grounded in
academic, social and spiritual learning to form and transform them not only for life beyond high
school, but also for life everlasting. We see that lived out through our students as they become
women of faith, women of heart, women of courage, and women of excellence.
As we look to the new year, I would also like to remind all parents that

Events Calendar
January 9: Second Semester Begins
January 11: Coffee With Counselors 8:00 am |
Early Dismissal 12:45 pm
January 13: No School (Faculty/Staff Work
Day)
January 15: Tuition Assistance Applications
Due | Class of 2021 OLP Applications Due
January 16: No School (Martin Luther King
Day)
January 19: OLP CrossBorder Families
Celebration | RSVP Here
January 25: Parent Course Advisement Night
6:30 pm in Holy Family Event Center
January 26: 201718 Course Registration
Opens 12:00 pm
January 29  February 3: National Catholic
Schools Week
February 1: 12:45 pm Dismissal
February 3: 201718 Course Registration
Closes 5:00 pm
February 4: Miss OLP Ball
February 910: Junior Retreat

Tuition Assistance Applications for the 201718 school year are due
on Sunday, January 15, 2017. This deadline is for families who are
continuing existing assistance and for families who will be applying for the
first time. Click here to apply or visit our website for more information.
Again, Happy New Year! Thank you for your partnership with OLP, and God bless!

February 11: L'art d'inspire Gala | RSVP Here

Recurring Events
Every Tuesday: Parents in Prayer 7:45 am
1st and 3rd Tuesday: Morning Mass 7:00 am

Dr. Lauren Lek
Head of School

Spirit Store Hours

Looking Forward to the New Year

The Spirit Store will be open on Thursdays from
1:004:00 pm during the month of January.
Can't wait? Check out our online Spirit Store.

Dear Parents & Students,
Happy New Year! I hope that your Christmas Break has been filled
with joy and good tidings. With the start of the second semester we
look forward to a blank slate in classrooms, the prospect of
victories on our athletic fields and the excitement of what will
materialize on the stages of Spring Sing and our Spring play, Little
Women. The New Year brings great promise, for as C. S. Lewis
reflects, we "...are never too old to set another goal or to dream a
new dream." We very much look forward to the year ahead and to
celebrating the fruition of our students' dreams for 2017!
The first Coffee with Counselors of the year will take place
Wednesday, January 11 in the Carondelet Library from 8:009:00
am. The focus will be Academic Planning, with a special
presentation from a University of San Diego's admissions officer to reveal the details
surrounding the new Torero Promise program for students attending San Diego Catholic high
schools. Save the Date!
On the topic of Academic Planning, please save the date of Wednesday, January 25 for our
annual Parent Course Advisement Night. The evening's presentation will take place in the Holy
Family Event Center at 6:30 pm. A formal presentation will be made regarding 201718
academic course offerings and all Department Chairs will be available to discuss course options
with you as parents. Students are also welcome to attend, but please note they will hear a
similar presentation in their class meetings prior to participating in the course registration
process this February.
Last, but certainly not least, we are officially in full swing for Spring Sing! Rehearsals will take
place after school throughout January and February. We look forward to seeing you at one or
both of the annual performances on February 24 or 25 at the Balboa Theater in downtown San
Diego. Should you want to support the Spring Sing effort as a parent volunteer, please contact
Mrs. Donna Allen at dallen@aolp.org. We appreciate any support you can offer whether it be as
a supervisor, props assistant, or vocal coach. If you have gifts to share, we would love to
partner with you!

Celebrating the Legacy of OLP's
CrossBorder Families
We have a long history of educating the hearts
and minds of young women from Tijuana and
throughout Mexico. Join us for a special
evening to celebrate you, our past, present and
future OLP families.
Hosted by the Baloyan Family, enjoy
appetizers, wine and refreshments.
Thursday, January 19, 2017
7:009:30 pm
Casa Baloyan Winery
All ages welcome. Space is limited. Please
RSVP by January 15 here.

May your New Year be blessed and full of great cheer. Happy New Year,
Mrs. Jessica Hooper
Assistant Head of School

Join us for OLP's Third Annual Women's
Symposium on March 31, 2017
Learn More
"Blessings to you in this beautiful time of Advent.
In this time of waiting, National Catholic Schools Week is also nearly upon us. Our annual
celebration of Catholic education in the Diocese of San Diego runs from January 29February 4.
Schools across the diocese will be planning weeklong activities to showcase our students'
accomplishments and celebrating the educational community we have built to educate

tomorrow's citizens and church leaders.
This year's National Catholic Schools Week theme centers on community: "Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service." The theme highlights the fact that schools are
not only communities themselves; they are also part of many other communities, including
families, parishes, towns/cities and our country."
Read More
Online Enrollment is coming to OLP!
New this year, OLP will be implementing online
enrollment for all returning students for the
201718 school year. This will replace the
former system of mailing contracts home.
The benefits of online enrollment are:
Direct communication with the school
Saves OLP paper and postage (it's green!)
Online enrollment integrates with your current
OLP FACTS account. It is simple and easy to
complete.
Join us for the 32nd annual Gala and Auction: L'art d'inspire on Saturday, February 11,
2017. This year's event will truly inspire you as we showcase OLP's many talented student and
alumnae artists. As OLP's premier event, the Gala attracts more than 250 guests and features
an elegant cocktail reception, a gourmet meal catered by The French Gourmet, and an exciting
live auction.

Watch the OLP newsletter for more information
and updates as we get closer to the enrollment
period in March 2017.

Reserve your tickets, sponsorship or underwriting support today by contacting Alexis Rodriguez
at arodriguez@aolp.org or 6197259125, or by visiting our website.
We welcome your contributions to our auction including vacation rentals, tickets to sporting
events, concerts or local festivals, premium wines and restaurant gift certificates. Contact
Shannon Morrison at smorrison@aolp.org or 6197259122 to donate.
Recent Faculty & Staff Graduations

Thank You to Our Sponsors:
Frida Kahlo Sponsor

Mary Cassatt Sponsors
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
The Whitton Family

Over 70% of our faculty & staff have advanced
degrees and continue their education while
working at OLP. Congratulations to our faculty
& staff who obtained their Master's last year:
Mr. Aaron Gonzalez received his Master's in
Curriculum & Instruction from USD.
Mrs. Shawn Hanley received her second
Master's in Leadership and Administration with
an Administration credential from Brandman
University.
Mr. Jeff Kirschbaum received his Master's in
Educational Leadership & Administration with
an Administrative Services Credential from
Brandman University.

The OLP tradition of honoring outstanding senior, junior and sophomore students as Miss OLP
and Class Honorees will culminate in our Miss OLP Assembly on February 2 and our Miss OLP
Ball on February 4.
Students will choose Miss OLP and their Class Honoree from those nominated and their
selections will be announced on February 2 during the CC Block at 11:15 am. All students will
attend this beautiful and inspiring ceremony. Parents and friends of OLP are also invited.
The Miss OLP Ball, Enchanted Forest, will be held at La Gran Terazza at USD on Saturday,

Our Speech Team competed in the second

February 4 from 8:0011:00 pm. Students from OLP, SAHS and their escorts, should they
choose to bring one, are invited to attend. Dance Agreements, which must be completed by all
students wishing to attend the Ball, will be available on Monday, January 16 through our
students' Jupiter accounts and school websites. Bids to the Ball will be available for sale on
Eventbrite on Wednesday, January 18.
Further details will be announced through the Campus Life Office and OLP's weekly bulletin.

SDIVSL Individual Event Tournament on
November 19. Congratulations to Kira Lukasik
'19 for placing 2nd in the Oratorical
Interpretation category and Ivana Letayf Lazo
de la Vega '19 for placing 3rd in the Original
Oratory category. Our students competed
against 300 students from 17 different high
schools throughout San Diego and Imperial
Valley from 7:00 am to 11:30 pm. What a long
day and incredible win!

Professional portraits taken during
Grandparents Day are now available online!
Visit our SmugMug album to see them.

Daniella GomezOchoa '17 Has Been Accepted to Harvard University
We are thrilled to announce that Daniella GomezOchoa '17 has been accepted to her dream
school: Harvard University. Daniella will be a firstgeneration college student and is supported
by a humble family that gives everything to support her educational dreams. She plans to study
neurobiology and is also interested in nonprofit management, thanks to her social justice
courses at OLP and her time spent volunteering with the Center for Community Solutions.
"She is courageous in her efforts to fight through adversity to be a successful student,"
Counselor Teri Heard said. "Her love for her parents, her heritage, peers, and school motivate
her to continue to reach for her dreams."
Read More
On December 3, we welcomed 200 middle
school girls to campus for our third annual
BeYOUtiful event. Our guest speaker was
Sarah Andersen, who is a life and health coach
for teen girls. Click here for more photos from
this empowering event!

One of the benefits of an OLP education is that we produce wellrounded graduates. Our
humanities classes are a critical component of OLP's tradition of excellence. Take a look at
some of our students' projects from this semester, featuring English, History and Religion.
Read More

Lorena Ramirez '18 and Anitza Velazquez '18
had the incredible opportunity to attend the
Nobel Prize Week Celebrations in Stockholm
on December 612. They met prestigious
leaders in political science, physics, chemistry
and economics, and watched as Nobel Prizes
were awarded to the winners.

On December 7, OLP and Saints students
enjoyed a Winter Social, complete with a
s'mores bar and ice skating rink!

By Jessica Lindgren '18
As the year came to a close, my Architecture Design class completed the first phase of our final
project: the Tiny House Project. We designed our very own Tiny Houses, inspired by the
increasingly popular show Tiny House Nation. Our final presentations, to be presented to
established architects, will include plans, sections, elevations and perspectives, as well as a
scaleddown model.

Our annual Candlelight Procession culminated
in the birth of Jesus Christ tableau during
Christmas At Our House on December 8. Our
students and Saintsmen did an amazing job
reenacting the birth of our Savior and upholding
an OLP tradition that is over 70 years old. See
more photos here.

To aid us in our Tiny House adventures, Ms. La Costa provided us with the privilege of
welcoming the one and only John Weisbarth, who is the host of the TV show, Tiny House
Nation, and the reality golf show, Paying Through, on December 1. He elaborated on the Tiny
House trend that is making waves across the nation, how he got involved in the Tiny House
world, and his part in helping the trend take off. He also shared the interesting detail that he
attended Miss OLP while he was a Coronado High student!
The Architecture Design class enjoyed themselves immensely during Mr. Weisbarth's talk and
would like to thank him for taking time out of his day to teach us a little bit more about the new
Tiny House craze.
On December 10, the OLP Microchicks
competed in a Robotics Competition against
San Diego high schools. Our young engineers
are learning so many new things through these
types of competitions. Go Pilots!

The Sisters of St. Joseph and New Beginnings at Villa Montemar
By Dr. Melinda Blade, Director of Mission Integration and Historian
In honor of OLP's 135th birthday, we will be bringing you historical segments of our school's rich
past. There's a reason we're the oldest and only allgirls high school left in San Diego.
The expansion of San Diego at the beginning of the early 20th century prompted the Sisters to
seek new property. In September 1924, property at Copley Street and Oregon Street became
available through the Southern Trust Company. The Sisters began legal proceedings to acquire
this property, which was referred to as Collier's Point. Collier's Point was named for Colonel
David Charles Collier (18711934), who sold "Property 43819002 (Parcels 4250)" to the
Western Insurance Company on March 9, 1916. The property was promptly purchased by
Winfield S. and Ross E. Van Druff (father and son) on March 20, 1916. The Van Druffs
proceeded to build an estate that was "Destined to be One of San Diego's Most Attractive Show
Places," according to an article from the San Diego Union.
Read More

On Tuesday, December 13, the Parents in
Prayer group attended Mass at the Carmelite
Monastery, just two miles away from OLP. This
tradition started several years ago, and gives
the group a beautiful chance to pray with the
cloistered nuns in their place of peace. Join us
for the first Parents in Prayer of 2017 on
Tuesday, January 10 at 7:45 am in OLP's
Chapel.

By Alexis Rodriguez, Associate Director of Advancement
Kirby McCurtis '01 is an emerging leader in the library world. She has been a librarian since
2008 and focuses her efforts in community building and outreach. During her tenure at the San
Diego Public Library, Kirby created Cuddle Up & Read, a storytime program for pregnant and
parenting teens. She has since moved from San Diego to Portland, Oregon, where she is a
Youth Librarian for the Multnomah County Library. She continues to be a trailblazer and has
launched new, innovative outreach programs such as the musicinfused Black Storytime, and
expanded the library's intergenerational storytime for grandparents to include teen involvement.

In Mrs. Meilich's French class, students created
videos of themselves baking and cooking
delicious treats in French. The girls then
brought in their desserts and shared them with
the class after presentations. Yum!

Read More
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