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News From the Head of School
Dear Students, Parents and Friends,
As we begin the season of Advent and the joyous celebration of
Christmas, I was particularly touched by a prayer on the CSJ
website for their Ministry of the Arts. The prayer, adapted from
Sister Pat Bergen CSJ, calls us to "send forth your Spirit of Love
and Unity... Let us be united for Goodness, Justice and Peace for
All people, now and forever." In the challenge that follows, it asks
that we "Pray often. Listen more. Reflect. Be a positive voice of
calm, and a unifying presence to all you come into contact with.
Know that God loves each and every one of us. We Are One."

Events Calendar
December 3: BeYOUtiful

With the Christmas season upon us, I would like to invite all
community members to join with us at OLP on December 8, 2016
for our morning Mass of the Immaculate Conception at 11:00
am, and then later that evening for our annual Christmas at Our
House event. The night will begin with Taste of the Holidays from 5:007:00 pm ($25 tickets),
followed by the Candlelight Procession at 7:00 pm (no cost). For more than 70 years, the school
has celebrated the Christmas season by hosting and presenting a Candlelight Procession. This
is a wonderful evening to bring family and friends to join with OLP. Get your tickets today!
I would also like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all of you who have so generously
invested in the education of the hearts and minds of our students at the Academy of Our Lady
of Peace. Thank you to those who have contributed to the OLP Carondelet Annual Fund,
Student Scholarships, Historic Preservation and the Sister Dolores Anchondo Leadership and
Legacy Fund, and for all of you who are considering a gift.

December 7: 12:45 pm Early Dismissal; OLP
Saints Winter Social
December 8: 11:00 am Immaculate Conception
Mass; 5:00 pm Christmas At Our House; 7:00
pm Candlelight Procession
December 12: 7:45 am Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Morning Prayer Service
December 1921: Finals Week; 12:00 pm Early
Dismissal
December 22: No School (Faculty Work Day)

On behalf of the entire faculty and staff of OLP, I wish you and your families a blessed and
peaceful Christmas season and a very Happy New Year!

December 23January 8: Christmas Vacation
(School Closed)

God Bless,
January 9: Second Semester Begins
Dr. Lauren Lek
Head of School

Recurring Events:
Every Tuesday: Parents in Prayer 7:45 am

Looking Forward to December
Dear Parents & Students,
I hope that the Thanksgiving holiday provided fruitful time with
family alongside time for rest and relaxation. In this season of
gratitude, I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to spend my
days with our OLP students. As a faculty, we are constantly in awe
of OLP students as they demonstrate critical thinking and
thoughtfulness on a daytoday basis. In the tradition of the CSJ
Sisters, we celebrate a school culture that fosters "unity that's not

1st and 3rd Tuesday: Morning Mass 7:00 am
Spirit Store Hours:
During the month of December, the Spirit Store
will be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Can't wait? Order online
from our Spirit Store.

uniformity, and diversity that's not division." The CSJ charism of
Unifying Love centers the work we do, day in and day out, and we
are honored to follow in their footsteps. So as we approach the
season of Christmas, it is with a grateful heart that we as a faculty
thank the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet for their visionary
presence in our world.
This month, as a community of faith, we will celebrate
Reconciliation, The Feast of the Immaculate Conception and our
annual Candlelight Procession, all of which remind us of the true
meaning of the Christmas season. As always, all community
members are invited to our schoolwide liturgies and faith
celebrations, we certainly hope you can attend some of these faith
filled traditions.
Please note our upcoming schedule for course finals. Finals will take place between Monday,
December 19 and Wednesday, December 21. Students will be dismissed at 12:00 pm each of
these days and the OLP Library will maintain normal operational hours. The first final will begin
at 8:00 am and the second final will begin at 10:00 am, each lasting 90 minutes in length.
Attendance during finals week is mandatory. Should any medical emergencies arise, please be
sure to contact your daughter's Assistant Principal directly. Please note that printed report cards
will be sent home in January.

201718 Tuition Assistance Now Open
Tuition assistance applications for the 201718
school year will be accepted beginning
Thursday, December 1, 2016. Are you ready?
Our Financial Aid Office is here to help you
through the process.
Read More

From our heart to yours, we here at OLP wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!
God Bless,
Mrs. Jessica Hooper
Assistant Head of School
Reserve your tickets, table or
sponsorship today!
OLP's 32nd Annual Gala
Saturday, February 11, 2017
Learn More

Join us on Thursday, December 8 for our annual Christmas at Our House event, where we
celebrate Christmas through food, drinks and our time honored Candlelight Procession tradition.
This year, we are also bringing you an Ice Skating Rink!
Open Skate: 2:005:00 pm on Circle Drive. $5 per person at the door.
A Taste of the Holidays: 5:006:30 pm in Carondelet Hall. $25 per person. Bonus: Ice skating
rink reserved for our Taste of the Holidays guests!
Candlelight Procession: 7:00 pm, beginning on North Terrace. Free! This tradition is more
than 70 years old.
Learn More & Get Tickets

Frosh SelfDefense Workshop
Our eighth annual Frosh PE SelfDefense
Workshop was held on Friday, November 18
and Monday, November 21. The objective of
this training is to recognize precursors to
assault, develop situational awareness and
provide the girls with tools to fight back and
escape. We want to empower our girls to have
the knowledge and confidence to control and
prevent any given situation or attacker.
Learn More

Calling All Parents: Share your gifts with the
cast of Spring Sing 2017: "Landmarks"

OLP Hosts New York Times Best Selling Author
We recently had the privilege of hosting Dr. Lisa Damour, Ph.D. for multiple events on campus.
Dr. Damour joined us for a special parent presentation, which delved deeper into her New York
Times bestselling book "Untangled," which aims to guide parents through the often challenging
and confusing time of adolescence. Our faculty also spent a day of professional development
with Dr. Damour working on ways to more successfully interact with parents and students.

The theme for OLP's annual song and dance
extravaganza, Spring Sing, has been chosen
and our students and faculty will begin their
rehearsals after Christmas Break. This year's
theme is Famous Landmarks!
We would love to have our parents share in this
wonderful experience with our students. We are
looking for parents who have particular gifts in
the areas of costuming, prop design, musical
talents or drama direction. We are also in need
of parents who would like to supply treats or
assist in supervising practices. Additionally, we
are looking for parent ushers at either of the
two performances on February 24th or
February 25th. If you would like to get involved
please send your name and area of interest to
the OLP Spring Sing Coordinator, Mrs. Donna
Allen at dallen@aolp.org.

Leadership Attends CSSJ Conference

Inaugural Architects of Change Event a Success
With the support of Maria Shriver, OLP brought Architects of Change Live to campus on
November 30th for our inaugural conversation series at school featuring Head of School, Dr.
Lauren Lek and Assistant Head of School, Jessica Hooper.
OLP is honored to be the first school to partner with Ms. Shriver and her team for the launch of
#AOCatSchool. The event was a huge success with Dr. Lek and Mrs. Hooper sharing insights
and advice to our next generation of women leaders and innovators. Topics ranged from how to
answer the call to be a leader to balancing motherhood and the workforce.

A few members of our leadership team
attended the third annual gathering of CSSJ
High School Leaders on November 24 in
Boston, MA. Everwidening Circles, the theme
for the gathering, focused the time together and
emphasized the essential role of relationship
and the importance of keeping the CSJ mission
alive within every school.
Learn More

Per Ms. Shriver, an Architect of Change is "someone who challenges what is, imagines what
can be, and moves humanity forward." The premise in the Live series is to bring together a
conversation in an intimate setting because when people come together to listen and share,
"minds open, hearts move and change happens." Click here to learn more about the Architects
of Change movement.

OLP Counselor and JA Students Will Attend
WACAC Conference
Mrs. Nicholle Wyatt recently accepted the
position of Conference CoChair for the
Western Association of College Admission
Counseling's (WACAC) Share, Learn, Connect
(SLC) Conference this February.

The WACAC SLC conference is a professional
development opportunity for individuals working
with students in their transition to college –
specifically high school, transfer and college
admissions counselors. Not only will Mrs. Wyatt
be running the conference, she will also be co
presenting with two OLP Head Junior
Ambassadors Madeleine King '17 and Celia
Martinez '17.
The Head JA's will feature the Junior
Ambassador program by highlighting the
program's mission and how it benefits students,
the counseling department and college
admissions professionals.

Finding Strength and Unity in Our CSJ Mission
While OLP maintains its neutral position in politics, we are aware that this election has been
stressful and divisive for many, including our own students. In effort to address any divisions
within our student body, we hosted a Community Building workshop on Nov. 16 with our very
own CSJ charism as the theme: "that all may be one."
That same day, the entire Class of 2020 gathered at Our Mother of Confidence Catholic Church
for their Frosh Retreat. The theme of the daylong retreat was "Unity" and the freshmen focused
on building friendships and deepening their sisterhood. It has been such a privilege and
blessing to deepen our students' understanding of our charism while helping them navigate
through a rough patch in their personal lives and sisterhood.

"It's a great opportunity to not only showcase
our unique program, but (to give) the JA's an
invaluable networking opportunity, as there will
also be college admission professionals in the
audience," Mrs. Wyatt said. "The girls are
looking forward to February."
The conference will take place February 14,
2017 at the University of San Diego. The JA
program will begin accepting applications in
March 2017. If you're interested in applying,
please contact Mrs. Wyatt at nwyatt@aolp.org.

Read More

Miranda Hernandez '17 Commits to Play Basketball at Regis College
On November 9, Miranda Hernandez '17 signed a National Letter of Intent to attend and play
basketball at Regis College in Boston next year. She is the first studentathlete of the Class of
2017 to commit and proudly represented OLP at the Hall of Champions Signing event. Like
OLP, Regis College is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, which was a
pleasant surprise to us all! As Aaron Gonzalez, Assistant Principal for Athletics says, "Miranda
will be a great ambassador for our program and mission, exemplifying 'all of which woman is
capable.'"

On Oct. 13, OLP students traveled to Irvine to
attend a Human Options luncheon for Domestic
Violence Awareness with internationally
renowned educator, author and filmmaker, Dr.
Jackson Katz. All were enlightened by his
powerful message of, "Violence against
Women is a Men's Issue."

Read More

The Sophomores enjoyed their exclusive class
Foam Party on Nov. 10  their reward for
collectively raising the most money for our All in
for OLP campaign.

What an exciting past few months for the Pilots! We concluded the Fall Season at the Fall

Sports Recognition Night on Wednesday, November 16, honoring all 119 studentathletes who
participated in a fall sport this year. We also recognized 100 Scholar Athletes who maintained a
3.5 or higher GPA during their season; 34 Union Tribune All Academic Team members who are
varsity players that have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher; and our team awards for Most
Valuable Player, Most Improved Player and Most Inspirational Player. Congratulations on a
great fall season, Pilots!
View Team Awards Here
We have a lot to look forward to in the coming months. The surf team continues to compete and
our cheer squads are working hard getting ready for their competition season. Soccer and
basketball teams are gearing up for their seasons. For more information on competition results
and schedules, please visit the athletics website or check the weekly bulletin. And don't forget
to follow the OLP Athletics Instagram page @olpathletics.

John Weisbarth, star of "Tiny House Nation,"
visited our Architecture class to share ideas
about creating a minidream home in a space
no larger than 500 square feet.

The Frosh and Sophomore SaintsOLP Fall
Fling was held on North Terrace on Nov. 19.
Students enjoyed bonfires, dancing and an all
youcaneat s'mores bar!
Taylor Storniolo '17 was recently recognized as a Matthew25 Honoree by Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of San Diego for completing more than 600 hours of community service. She is a
"shining example of faith in action," and still has one more semester left of high school! Taylor
currently volunteers at Sharp Mary Birch Women's Hospital every Thursday, and at the Mothers
and Daughters Club Assisting Philanthropies (MADCAPs) every Sunday. "Knowing that I helped
someone or at least made their day a little better motivates me to keep serving," Taylor
explained. "I genuinely enjoy making people happy and doing what I can to make my
community a better place for my neighbors."
Read More
Our 25th Annual OLP Golf Tournament was
held on Nov. 21. We were honored to host Tina
Mickelson and Phil Mickelson, Sr. this year,
along with OLP dads, supporters and students!
All funds will go towards OLP Athletics. Click
here for more photos.

The Sisters of St. Joseph and the Early Years of the Academy
By Dr. Melinda Blade, Director of Mission Integration and Historian
In honor of OLP's 135th birthday, we will be bringing you historical segments of our school's rich
past. There's a reason we're the oldest, and only allgirls high school left in San Diego.
The San Diego of 1882 was a burgeoning mining town and seaport with few of the amenities
with which we view the city today. Alonzo Horton held a vision of San Diego that he was
working mightily to achieve, the San Diego Telephone Company opened operations in 1882 and
the public library also was opened that year... Notable in 1882 for OLP, however, was the arrival
of four Sisters of St. Joseph who arrived in San Diego on April 18, 1882. The four Sisters who
arrived via the Ancon were Mother Ambrosia O'Neill, nicknamed "El Capitan" by Yuma Indians,
Sister Eutichiana Piccini, Sister Amelia Leon, and Sister Coletta Dumbach. The Sisters arrived
at the behest of Father Antonio Dominic Ubach, who had been petitioning the Sisters since
1870 to establish a school in San Diego.

Our annual Grandparents Day was held on
Nov. 22. More than 500 grandparents joined
their daughters for brunch, mass and campus
tours. Click here to see event photos by Robyn
Scherer. Portrait photos will also be available
on our SmugMug account soon.

Read More

On Facebook, members of the Class of 1975 consistently reach out to each other to share life
updates and plan reunions. Last year, they celebrated their official 40th reunion at OLP and
have kept in contact ever since. Last month, the class coordinated a spa weekend at the
Catamaran: after being pampered, they enjoyed dinner at Tio Leo's and brunch at Swami's
Cafe. As Ginny Bower '75 says, "We have a wonderful class," which makes keeping in touch
easy and rewarding.
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