THIRD ANNUAL
WOMEN’S
SYMPOSIUM
Friday, March 31, 2017

Women leaders mentoring and inspiring young women to
become changemakers in our global society.

ACADEMY OF

OUR LADY OF

PEACE
FOUNDED 1882

SCHEDULE

8:45 a.m.		
9:45-10:25 a.m.
10:30-11:10 a.m.
11:10-11:15 a.m.
11:20 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
12:05-12:45 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Registration and Leaders Breakfast
Welcome & Keynote Assembly
Session #1
Break
Session #2
Closing Assembly
Networking Lunch

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Marcela Valladolid ’96

Chef, author, and co-host of the Food
Network television series The Kitchen

Marcela is passionate about changing the perception of
authentic Mexican food. She has released two Mexican
cookbooks, both reaching the #1 spot on Amazon; hosted
her own Food Network show, Mexican Made Easy, for five
seasons; created her own product line of tasty Mexican snacks and
meats at Safeway stores; and is currently a host on the Emmy-nominated TV
show, The Kitchen.

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
Katia Lopez-Hodoyan ’98

Award-winning bilingual journalist, on-camera
reporter for NBC 7 San Diego

Katia is an award-winning bilingual journalist, currently
working for NBC 7 San Diego. She recently came back from
Rome, Italy, where she worked as a foreign TV correspondent
for five years. She covered the election of Pope Francis, both
terrorist attacks in Paris, and papal trips to Israel, Palestine, Jordan and BosniaHerzegovina.

CLOSING SPEAKER
Danielle Dietz-LiVolsi

Founder & CEO, NuttZo LLC

Danielle is an entrepreneur with over 25 years of
sales and marketing experience. She developed and
implemented the strategic rollout of the NuttZo™ brand –
a premium nut butter that blends seven organic nuts and
seeds. She also founded the nonprofit Project Left Behind,
to which NuttZo donates a portion of its sales. She is an OLP
alumnae parent of daughter Jackie LiVolsi ’06.

Whova will give you the best and most productive experience possible at this event!
NAVIGATE event information at your fingertips.
NETWORK effectively by exploring attendee profiles.
PARTICIPATE in event activities through Session Likes, Comments, and much more.
Search for the “Whova” event app on Apple Store or Google Play and download it now.
The event invitation code is: olpws

PANEL 1: STEM Circle Drive
Facilitator: Cheryl Goodman is Executive Director at Athena and
co-founder of SoGloMo, a 360-degree marketing firm focused on the
power of marketing, mobile and social. She served as an executive in
business development/marketing at Qualcomm, Inc. Over the course of
her career, Goodman has launched eight products in five countries, and
garnered numerous awards.
Ilkay Altintas, Ph.D. is the chief data science officer at the San Diego
Supercomputer Center (SDSC), UC San Diego, where she is also the
founder and director for the Workflows for Data Science Center of
Excellence. Ilkay is the inaugural recipient of the SDSC Pi Person of the
Year and the IEEE TCSC Award for Excellence in Scalable Computing for
Early Career Researchers.
Corina Antal, Ph.D. is a postdoctoral fellow researching pancreatic
cancer therapies at the Salk Institute for Biological Studies. She holds
a Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences from the University of California at San
Diego, where she authored 11 publications. She has received numerous
awards for her scientific research, including being listed on the Forbes
30 Under 30 list in Science in 2015.
Kristi Jaska is the Vice President of Engineering and the sixth employee
at ViaSat. At the company, she has worked on wireless communications
research and development in many roles, including engineering,
management, marketing, and strategy, helping to grow the company to
the current 4000 employees worldwide.
Saura Naderi is the Staff, Government Affairs Analyst at Qualcomm
where she is the lead engineering instructor and designer of the
Qualcomm Thinkabit Lab. Saura works closely with local education
and community-based organizations to develop programming that will
engage the middle school population of San Diego in STEM-focused
opportunities and provide exposure to the world of engineering.

PANEL 2: ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Event Center
Facilitator: Anne Sweeney is a member of the Board of Directors at
Netflix. She was also co-chair, Disney Media Networks, and president,
Disney/ABC Television Group, which includes The Walt Disney Company’s
global entertainment and news TV properties, owned television stations
group, radio and publishing businesses.
Brenda Chapman worked on films including Oscar-nominated Beauty
and the Beast and The Lion King, for which she won the Annie Award. She
helped launch DreamWorks Animation Studios, co-directing the Oscar
winning Prince of Egypt. She joined Pixar Animation Studios where she
created, wrote and directed Brave for which she won an Oscar, BAFTA
and Golden Globe.
Pamela Kay-Davis is a segment producer at KUSI San Diego with a
long career in the TV news business. She was the number one weekend
newscaster with Don Teague on channel 8. While at channel 8, she
covered many national stories and was featured as a correspondent
on CNN, HBO’s Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel and the CBS news
magazine 48 Hours.
Carol Lazier is President of the San Diego Opera Board of Directors. She
is Co-Founder and President of Solutions: Exploring Success Post-High
School, a 501c3 that provides college and career information to San
Diego high school students. She has served on the boards of the San
Diego Symphony, San Diego Museum of Art and Escondido’s Palomar
YMCA.
Priscilla Guido ‘00 works in Client Development at Christie’s Mexico
City where she is a client liaison between Mexico-based clients and
Christie’s sales offices around the world including New York, Paris,
London, Amsterdam, Geneva, Milan and Zurich. She has coordinated
exclusive events for high-end clients including collectors, art academics,
institutions and art enthusiasts.
Alexia Maria Esquer is fashion Designer/CEO at Alexia Maria, a highend womenswear brand based in La Jolla. Alexia Maria designs are
made from fabrics such as silk faille, duchesse satin, and organza. The
combination of these fabrics, details, and beautiful silhouettes capture
the femininity, true elegance, and classic yet modern essence of the
brand.

PANEL 3: BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP Lower Plaza
Facilitator: Felena Hanson is the Founder of Hera Hub, a spa-inspired
shared workspace and community for female entrepreneurs who need
a productive, professional place to work on a flexible basis. Hera Hub
has three locations in San Diego County and is expanding nationally via
a licensing model.
Mary Ann McGarry is the President and CEO, Partner at Guild Mortgage
Company. She leads the development and execution of the company’s
strategic plans and objectives and directs all corporate and subsidiary
operations. She has been one of the driving forces in formulating and
executing Guild’s financial, operational and technology strategies.
Michele Comtois is Principal, Executive Liability Practice at Barney
& Barney. She has served as a member of Barney & Barney/MMA’s
Executive Liability Practice since 2005. She has a background in finance
and risk management and works directly with clients by providing
strategic guidance and counsel in the areas of public company
directors and officers liability.
Jamie Moraga is the President and CEO of intelliSolutions, inc., a
woman-owned small business in the military and defense industry. The
company’s focus is program management and engineering services with
expertise in satellite communications, tactical data links and maritime
surveillance.
Kymberli Parker is the owner of Mrs. Parker’s Charm School. Trained
at the Emily Post Institute, Kymberli has worked directly with Cindy Post
Senning and her son Daniel, the next generation of the Post family that
has followed in the footsteps of the twentieth-century etiquette maven.
Mrs. Parker brings her knowledge as mother, entrepreneur, fundraiser,
hostess, and businesswoman to her etiquette teachings.
Amy Wimer is the VP & Associate Publisher at San Diego Business
Journal. She is responsible for the oversight of revenue generation
for the 36-year-old paper, which includes the strategic planning and
budgeting for all print and digital advertising, and event sponsorships
for the business newspaper.

PANEL 4: HEALTHCARE Theatre
Facilitator: Diane Perez, M.D. is an internationally recognized
physician, medical journalist, author, news anchor and television host.
Her programs have been part of the Televisa network for over 22 years
airing in Mexico, the U.S. and all the Spanish-speaking world. Dr. Perez is
the creator, producer and host of the TV program “Cuide su Salud” (Take
Care of Your Health).
Patricia Aubanel, M.D. is a world-renowned Interventional Cardiologist.
She was the primary doctor and cardiologist to Mother Teresa of
Calcutta during last eight years of her life. She is the founder and
director of “The Mother Teresa Cardiovascular Institute” at Hospital Del
Prado in Tijuana, México.
Priscilla Ibarra, M.D. ‘98 is a renowned dermatologist. Recognized for
her expertise in cosmetic dermatology, Dr. Ibarra is always up to date
with the latest in skincare, clinical updates and rising trends. In addition
to running her private practice, she is part of the Mexican Academy of
Dermatology and teaches Dermatology at the Autonomous University of
Baja California.
Patricia Robinson, R.N. is Co-Founder and Executive Board Member
for Mercy Outreach Surgical Team (M.O.S.T.), a surgery team that goes
to Mexico to care for children who have cleft lips, cleft palates, hernias,
crossed eyes and other conditions that can be corrected in an outpatient setting. The team has cared for over 12,000 children and adults
in their many programs in Mexico.
Laura van’t Veer, Ph.D. is a World-renowned Molecular Biologist,
Leader of the Breast Oncology Program and Associate Director Applied
Genomics with the UCSF Helen Diller Family Comprehensive Cancer
Center. She is also co-founder of Agendia Inc. (Irvine, CA) and serves as
its Chief Research Officer.

BY THE NUMBERS AT OLP

$25.6 Million

The amount of
merit-based scholarships
offered to the class
of 2016

The number of
elected student
leadership positions

290

400+

The number of
OLP students
who balance
ACADEMICS
AND ATHLETICS
and represent
OLP on the fields,
courts, pools and
gyms of San Diego
County

100%

The percentage of
of our graduates
who pursue higher
education

The student to faculty
ratio on campus

70%

The percentage of the
2016 graduating class
that received
scholarships

50,000+

+

OLP is the longest
running high
school
in San Diego

The number of
ADVANCED
PLACEMENT and
honors
courses available

14:1

17

The number of
LEADERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
available each
year

Years of
legacy.

30+

50+

The average
number of
years faculty
members
have taught at
the school

135

30+

The number
of clubs and
organizations
on campus

The number of volunteer hours
completed by the student body
in the last two years

53

The number of STEAM
(science, technology,
engineering, arts, math)
classes offered

915

The number of
college and university
acceptances the class of
2016 was offered

70%

55%
The percentage of the student
population who are student
athletes with a GPA of 3.5 or
higher while competing in
athletics

The percentage of
full time faculty that
hold ADVANCED
DEGREES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lauren Lek, Ed.D., Head of School
Coreen G. Petti, Board Chair
Alison (Priske) Adema ’82
Patricia (Mulcahy) Boer ’55
Mike Coughlin
Michael Guerrero
Susan Hause
Terry Kalfayan
Clair (Cunningham) Kennedy ’81

Diane Koester-Byron
Damian McKinney
Gayle McMahon
Martha McRoskey
Sister Jill Marie Napier, CSJ
Dr. Mary O’Connor, DDS
Barbara Picco
Sister Virginia Rodee ’53, RSCJ
Nina R. Sciuto-Morales ’76
Peg Stehly

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Founded and rooted in the Gospel values of the Catholic church and the charism of
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, the Academy of Our Lady of Peace empowers
young women in an innovative learning environment that honors the individual while
fostering community, and develops faith-filled leaders dedicated to the “love of God
and the dear neighbor without distinction.”

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
THE INNOVATOR

THE TRAILBLAZERS

THE CHANGEMAKER

THE TRENDSETTERS

Kopari Beauty
Dr. Mary M. O’Connor, D.D.S.
Torrey Pines Bank

THE GROUNDBREAKERS

Anne Sweeney
First Republic Bank
Healthy Habits, Happy Family with Dr. Diane Pérez
Marathon Construction Co.
Rachel Mollering, CPA
Piper
Portavoce Public Relations
RCP Block & Brick, Inc.
Unbuttoned Innovation
ViaSat

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Francesca Castagnola, Co-Chair
Danitza (Ramirez) Villanueva ’98, Co-Chair
Liz Bui
Cheryl K. Goodman
Paola (Avila) Gorostiza ’93

Rosemary Hanczor
Emilie Hersh
Audrey (Camarata) Lelevier ’05
Diane Perez, M.D.

Academy of Our Lady of Peace
4860 Oregon St., San Diego, CA 92116
aolp.org | 619-297-2266

